
“See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land that the Lord 
swore he would give to your fathers—to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—and to their 
descendants after them.” (Deuteronomy 1:8) 

 
The book of Deuteronomy has significantly shaped my life. 33 years ago, I read this book at 
one sitting in the library of the London School of Theology where I was studying. Our 
professor said, “If you want to feel the weight of this book you need to read it right through 
at one time. You’ll never get the impact of the book if you break it up.”  Its 34 chapters, so 
that’s a fairly long read.  
 
I read Deuteronomy, and I came out of the library that night with one overwhelming 
impression: I never realized that there is so much of the love of God in the Old Testament.  
 
That discovery was defining for me. I saw clearly, for the first time, that the Bible is not two 
different books with two different messages—a nasty, old book full of laws and a nice, new 
book full of love—as if there were two different Gods, or that God had somehow changed 
during the course of history. No! There is one God and He never changes. We are to love 
Him as we fear Him and we are to fear Him as we love Him. He is as much to be loved in the 
Old Testament as He is to be feared in the New.  
 
There are three questions I want to answer today: 1. Who is this book for? 2. What is this 
book about? 3. How does this book speak to us today? 
 

Audience: Who is this for?  

For those trusted with leadership 

When he takes the throne… he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law…  
It is to be with Him and he is to read it all the days of his life… so that he may learn 
to revere the Lord his God and follow carefully all the words of this law. 
(Deuteronomy 17:18) 

 
Imagine this: The king is crowned, and what is the first thing he is to do? Establish policy? 
No. He needs to know how to establish policy first. 
 
This is a book for everyone who leads. It is for fathers, mothers, elders, pastors and 
missionaries. If you are going to lead others you need to know this book.  
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For all of God’s people 

At the end of every seven years… when all Israel comes before the Lord… you shall 
read this law before them in their hearing. Assemble the people – men, women and 
children…so they can listen and learn to fear the Lord your God and follow carefully 
all the words of this law. (Deuteronomy 31:10-12) 

 
The entire book of Deuteronomy was to be read every seven years before the whole 
community. This book is about God’s will for the lives of His people: Children need to hear 
what’s in this book. It’s for families. It’s for the whole church. Why? So that the people could 
learn to fear the Lord and obey God’s commands.  

For people who have forgotten the Lord  

More than 800 years after Deuteronomy was penned, 800 years after Moses spoke these 
words, God used this book to ignite an extraordinary change in the nation of Israel. 
 
God’s people went through some dark times under some dreadfully evil kings. Men like 
Manasseh, who sacrificed his own son in the fire (how’s that for national leadership?), 
practiced sorcery, and consulted mediums and spiritists (2 Kings 21:6). It’s hard to imagine 
a darker day among God’s people. 
 
I don’t suppose Manasseh ever read the book of Deuteronomy, let alone made a copy of it. If 
he knew it, he certainly paid no attention to it. During his reign this book was completely 
forgotten.  
 
Manasseh reigned for 55 years. What happens after a half a century of national leadership 
without the Word of God? You get a generation that does not know the Lord and cannot tell 
good from evil or truth from error. 
 
Then Josiah came to the throne. God was at work in Josiah’s heart. When he was just 18 
years old, the High Priest (a man called Hilkiah) found a dusty, old copy of this book in the 
temple. It was probably written by one of the previous kings. God’s Word was covered in 
dust and forgotten by his people for half a century.  
 
Josiah called for this book to be read and when he heard the words of Deuteronomy, He 
tore his robes because he saw how far the nation was from what God had called them to 
pursue. He gave himself to prayer and then launched a reformation that changed the face of 
the nation for a generation.  
 
God has used this book powerfully in the past and I believe that He will use it at this great 
moment in our lives today.  
 

Storyline: What is this about?  
God had given the Promised Land to Abraham and his descendents. But three generations 
later (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph) there was a famine in the Promised Land and the 
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family to whom God had given great promises went to Egypt where God provided them 
with food.  
 
They stayed in Egypt for the next 400 years, not because they wanted to, but because they 
were oppressed and eventually became slaves there. So, they called out to God, and God 
raised up Moses, who led the people out of Egypt in the exodus. God made a covenant with 
them at Mount Horeb (also called Mount Sinai): “I will be your God: You will be my people.”   
 
Moses reviews for us what happened next when God’s people went to Mount Sinai. Mount 
Sinai is where God gave them the Ten Commandments: The Lord our God said to us at 
Horeb [Sinai], ‘You have stayed long enough at this mountain. Break camp and advance into 
the hill country of the Amorites… I have given you this land. Go in and take possession…  
(Deuteronomy 1:6, 8)   
 
They were organized and now it was time to move forward. They had appointed leaders 
(1:9) and sent out spies (1:19), and that’s when fear set in (1:26). They were unwilling to 
go up into the land (1:26), instead they grumbled in their tents (1:27), and said, “Where can 
we go, our brothers have made us lose heart?” (1:28) 
 
God’s people were so unhappy that they were talking about stoning Moses and Aaron. Then 
God stepped in, and He said about that generation:  
 

Not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their forefathers. No 
one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it (Numbers 14:23).  

 
So, the people wandered in the desert for an entire generation. They could not go back to 
Egypt. They could not go forward to Canaan. They were stuck—believing people going 
nowhere. God was providing for them, but nothing of the mission of God was going 
forward. 
 

“Thirty eight years passed… and that entire generation of fighting men had perished 
from the camp, as the Lord had sworn to them. The Lord’s hand was against them 
until He had completely eliminated them from the camp.” Deuteronomy 2:14-15  

 
When the last of the fighting men of that generation had died God told Moses to move 
forward (2:16). They fought two battles—against Sihon (2:24ff) and Og (3:1ff)—and these 
two great victories brought them right to the threshold of the Promised Land.  
 
So, after 40 years of wandering in the desert, God’s people are ready to cross the river 
Jordan. They are right on the verge of the Promised Land. They set up camp, and Moses 
speaks to them for the last time, “These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel in the 
Desert east of Jordan” (1:1).  
 
It’s now the “fortieth year” since the exodus, “the first day of the eleventh month” (1:3). So, 
if they were using our calendar (which, of course, they were not) it would be November 1st. 
We know that entered the Promised Land on “the tenth day of the first month” (Joshua 



 4 

4:19). That would be January 10th. Deuteronomy records what God taught His people 
during the 70-day countdown to entering the Promised Land. 
 
It had taken them 40 years to get here. Now God spends these days preparing this new 
generation of His people for the challenge and opportunity that lay ahead of them.  
 
Moses begins with the flashback: Let me take you back before any of you were born. We 
were at Horeb, and God called us to move forward (1:6). This is what happened a 
generation ago. 40 years ago your parents were gathered here. If they had believed God, 
you would have been born in Canaan. But fear took over, and so you were born in the 
desert and that’s all you have ever known. Now God is calling you. It’s your moment of 
opportunity. It’s your moment of destiny.  
 
That’s the story. It’s about God’s people facing a major transition. This book is God’s Word 
for people on the threshold of an entirely new experience. You can see why I am drawn to 
the book of Deuteronomy—believers of the cusp of something new, the church embracing 
its mission.  
 

Application: How does this speak to us today?  
 
The message of this book is about what it takes for people with a faith to become people 
with a mission. The generation that died in the desert believed in God. They had 
experienced Him in the miracle they had gone through in the exodus. But they acted in 
unbelief. 
 
Warren Wiersbe says, “Unbelief wastes time.”1  A journey that should have taken 11 days 
took 40 years. How many years of your life have been wasted in unbelief? God did so much 
for these people. They did so little for Him. So much could have been done, so little was 
accomplished.  
 
The great question in Deuteronomy is: How can the people of God with a faith become the 
people of God with a mission? How can you move from being a person with a faith to a 
person with a mission? How can we move from being a church with a faith to a church with 
a mission? That’s what it’s about. What is it going to take to move a person from being a 
person of faith to being a person of mission? 
 

Two things must happen: 

1. You have to break free from being defined by your past  

Think about the people standing on the verge of the Jordan, less than 100 days from 
entering into the land of Canaan. They had all been born in the desert—they didn’t know 
anything else.  

                                                 
1 Nelson’s quick reference chapter by chapter bible commentary p107. 
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Imagine you’re in your late 30s, and you were born in the desert. You have a young family 
of your own, and your children were born in the desert too. God has been good to you. He 
has provided manna every day, and you’ve never known anything else. You believe in Him, 
and you’re grateful for all He has done for you. But your whole life has been shaped by the 
instincts and choices of your parents. They were believers, but they were so cautious, so 
afraid of risk, and that has become defining for you.  
 
The only faith you have ever experienced is a faith that leaves you wandering around, 
experiencing God’s provision, but not doing anything to advance His purpose in the world. 
You’re a believer, but your life has no defining mission! Some of you will be saying, “That’s 
me!”  If your life is going to count for God you need to break free from being defined by 
your past. You need to be freed from thinking that believing in God and enjoying His 
provision is all there is. 

2. You have to overcome your fear of the future 

God was calling these people to do some things none of them had ever done before. Moses 
says, “We’re going to live in houses!”  How do you live in a house when the only thing 
you’ve ever known is sleeping under canvas? Moses says, “We’re going to plant crops and 
raise harvests!”  But the only thing you have ever known is gathering manna from heaven?  
 
God is leading them to a place they have never been and to a life they have never known. 
You are going to a new school or you are starting a new marriage, and everything is new. 
When you move into something you have never experienced before, there are always fears.  
 
Here’s the challenge God’s people were facing: Can we break free from the past, or will the 
past always shape us? Can I overcome my fears for the future, or will these fears always 
hold me back?  
 
And so Moses gets up to speak the words in this book to a community of believers who 
were defined by the past and afraid of the future, people with a faith but not with a mission, 
and what does he speak to them about?  
 
Moses spoke to them about the call of God, because when God calls you He gives you the 
power to break free from the defining patterns of the past. And Moses spoke to them about 
the love of God, because it is the love of God when it pours into your own soul that 
empowers you to overcome your fears of the future. Perfect love casts out fear. 
 
These people heard the call of God, experienced the love of God and 70 days later they 
moved into the land of Canaan. So, this book has everything to do with us and so much to 
say to all of us who need to make a fresh start today. 
 
Run the Bible story forward 1,300 years to the time of Jesus and we find Him with His 
disciples on the night that He was betrayed. Picture these men gathered around Jesus. They 
have a faith, but they don’t yet have a mission. They are believers, but nothing about them 
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is changing the world. Then “Jesus showed them the full extent of His love” (John 16:33), 
because the place is full of fear and they are all so discouraged.  
 
After the crucifixion, the talk among the disciples was all about going fishing, retreating to 
what is safe and familiar. Then the risen Christ comes into the room. He breathes on them 
and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit… “As the father has sent me, so I am sending you” (20:21-
22). When they receive the love of Christ and the call of Christ, men of faith become men on 
a mission.  
 
If you ask, “Why are we stretching ourselves to open these new campuses? Why are we 
making these sacrifices? Why in the world are we doing this?”  The answer is: Because God 
calls us to be more than people with a faith. He calls us to be people on a mission.  
 
People with a faith become people with a mission when the love of Christ enables you to 
overcome fear, and the call of Christ breaks you free from being defined by the past.  
______ 
 
The following is an excerpt of some brief comments that Pastor Colin made as he returned to 
the pulpit, after a summer-long sabbatical from preaching at The Orchard:   
 
It’s good to be back. I’ve appreciated and enjoyed the opportunity of study over these 
summer months more than I can say. Time for sustained reading has been like water to a 
thirsty man. I feel refreshed, renewed and ready to go.  
 
The men on our preaching team have done a marvelous job! Most of the preaching this 
summer was given by pastors and interns on our staff who feel a desire or call to preach.  
 
Gospel preachers are produced by Gospel churches. This is something we should be doing 
intentionally. I’ll be sharing more of my vision for how we can do more of this at The 
Orchard next month, but for now, thank you for your prayers and your encouragement to 
those who have served us so well this summer.  
 
I don’t think there has ever been a more exciting time in my ministry than where we are 
right now. I visited both the Barrington and Itasca campuses this week and it was 
marvelous to see the construction moving forward, on schedule in both venues. 
 
The countdown to ministry launch has started. We plan to open The Orchard-Barrington 
campus in 98 days, and The Orchard-Itasca campus 42 days from today.  
 
This is a great moment and I want to ask you to pray for two things: 
 
1. Pray for God’s protection.  
Satan is roused whenever God’s people get focused on a mission. He is like a roaring lion 
looking for who he may devour. This is a time when every pastor, every leader and every 
member of The Orchard needs to be walking with the Lord. You are part of a body that is 
moving forward and you need to be dressed in the full armor of God.  
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2. Pray for God’s provision. 

With construction going on in two venues, and everything that goes into the public launch 
of ministry, this is the time of our greatest need. Many of us are stretched out in sacrificial 
giving and I just want to say again, “Thank you!”  All that is happening is because of your 
commitment to ministry through serving and giving. Whatever you can do, this is the 
moment, now is the time.  
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