
Message #2 of 5: Hope from the series Crisis: Facing the Unexpected 

Pastor Colin Smith – March 29, 2020  

Isaiah 38:4-8, 21-22  
 

Prayer: Give thanks to our triune God who cares for us. Pray that He would give wisdom to church leaders. 

Pray that we would faithfully serve those around us for God’s glory during this crisis.  
 

Read Isaiah 38:4-8, 21-22 

Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: “Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your 

father: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will add fifteen years to your life. I will deliver 

you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and will defend this city.  

“This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he has promised: Behold, I 

will make the shadow cast by the declining sun on the dial of Ahaz turn back ten steps.” So the sun turned back 

on the dial the ten steps by which it had declined.   

Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a cake of figs and apply it to the boil, that he may recover.” Hezekiah also 

had said, “What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD?”  
 

Sermon Outline:  

God normally works through means but there are some things only God can do 

1. God normally works through means (Isaiah 38:21)  

 a) Use the means God has made available 

 b) Thank God when He makes the means effective (II Kings 20:5) 

2. There are somethings only God can do 

 a) Trust what He has promised (Isaiah 38:7, 8, 22; II Kings 20:4-5)  
 

Discussion Questions:   

1. As you listened to the word of God, what did the Holy Spirit remind you of, challenge you with, convict you 

of, or encourage you in? Did you have any questions or was anything unclear?  

2. Last week we saw that our first response to any crisis must be to pray. How are you praying during this 

time? What are you asking of God?  

3. Read Isaiah 38:4-8, 21-22. God used means to bring healing to Hezekiah. What means has God used to bring 

His help and His blessing into your life?  

4. In what ways is the work that you do a means by which the blessing of God comes to other people?  

5. What opportunities can you see to bless other people during and after this crisis?  

6. God is the One who makes means effective, and without His blessing, those means will not be effective. 

How might this truth shape the way you are praying? How can it lead us to grateful worship?  

7. What promises of God are you relying on as you trust in Him during this time?  
 

Prayer:  O LORD, we lift our eyes to You, the One who made heaven and earth. We know that You neither 

slumber nor sleep. O LORD, You see our going out and our coming in. Keep us from harm, and use us as a 

means of blessing others, for Your glory and their good. Amen. (Adapted; Psalm 121) 
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