
Message #4 of 5: Faith from the series Crisis: Facing the Unexpected 

By Pastor Colin Smith – April 19, 2020  

Isaiah 38:15-17  

 

Prayer: Ask the Lord the grant millions around the world revival, awakening, reformation and the new birth 

according to God’s Word (Praise God for good reports in India in particular and ask the Lord for this gospel 

work to continue to His great glory and for the exaltation of the risen Lord Jesus Christ!)  

 

Read Isaiah 38:15-17: 

What shall I say? For he has spoken to me, and he himself has done it. I walk slowly all my years because of the 

bitterness of my soul.   

O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these is the life of my spirit. Oh restore me to health and make me 

live!   

Behold, it was for my welfare that I had great bitterness; but in love you have delivered my life from the pit of 

destruction, for you have cast all my sins behind your back.  

 

Sermon Outline:  

1. Faith Tested (Isaiah 38:15,17a)  

2. Faith Strengthened (Isaiah 38:16)  

a. Faith is strengthened by the word of God (Matthew 4:4)  

b. Faith prays for what God has promised (Isaiah 38:5,16)  

c. Faith turns God’s promises into prayers  

3. Faith Assured  

a. I am loved (Isaiah 38:17a)  

b. I am saved (Isaiah 38:17b)  

c. I am forgiven (Isaiah 38:17c)  

 

Discussion Questions:  

1. As you listened to the word of God, what did the Holy Spirit remind you of, challenge you with, convict you 

of, or encourage you in? Do you have any questions or was anything unclear from the sermon or text?  

2. Read 2 Kings 18:5. Hezekiah was a godly man who suffered affliction. What other examples of godly men 

and women who suffered affliction can you think of in the bible? In church history? Or in your personal life? 

How does this shape your view of suffering?  
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3. Read Isaiah 38:15. Pastor Colin said, “An unexpected crisis will test your faith. And God can use this to make 

you more like Jesus.” What was Hezekiah’s unexpected crisis? Scan through Isaiah 38 noting how Hezekiah 

responded. What does this godly man’s response tell you about how to deal with a crisis?   

4. Read Isaiah 38:16. Do you normally pray with an open bible? If so, what helped you develop this spiritual 

discipline? What counsel can you give to others who are not as familiar and want to learn to pray with an open 

bible (see prayer below as an example)?  

5. Read Isaiah 38:17. Review Pastor Colin’s 3 points from this verse. Which one of these truths ministers to you 

most right now? Why?  

6. Matthew Henry said, “When we cast our sins behind our back, God sets them before His face. But when we 

set them before our face in true repentance, God casts them behind His back.” Try to rewrite (in your own 

words) what you think Matthew Henry is saying here.  

 

Prayer: Father, thank you that while we were still weak, Christ died for the us—the ungodly. You showed your 

love for us by sending Him to die while we were still sinners. How much more, having died for us, will we be 

justified by Christ’s blood and saved by from your righteous wrath! Thank you for reconciling us to you by the 

death of your Son and saving us by Christ’s life. Be glorified in us, we pray, in Jesus name. Amen. (Adapted; 

Romans 5:6-11)  
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