
Message #5 of 5: Gratitude from the series Crisis: Facing the Unexpected  

By Pastor Colin Smith – April 26, 2020  

Isaiah 38:18-20 and Isaiah 39  

 

Prayer: Pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ around the world who suffer. Specifically, for the 

churches in North Korea, Afghanistan, Somalia, Libya, and Pakistan.  

 

Read: Isaiah 38:18-20 and Isaiah 39:  

For Sheol does not thank you; death does not praise you; those who go down to the pit do not hope for your 

faithfulness. The living, the living, he thanks you, as I do this day; the father makes known to the children your 

faithfulness. The LORD will save me, and we will play my music on stringed instruments all the days of our lives, 

at the house of the LORD… 

At that time Merodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent envoys with letters and a present to 

Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. And Hezekiah welcomed them gladly. And he 

showed them his treasure house, the silver, the gold, the spices, the precious oil, his whole armory, all that was 

found in his storehouses. There was nothing in his house or in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them. 

Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these men say? And from where did 

they come to you?” Hezekiah said, “They have come to me from a far country, from Babylon.” He said, “What 

have they seen in your house?” Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my house. There is nothing in 

my storehouses that I did not show them.”  Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: 

Behold, the days are coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your fathers have stored up till this 

day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the LORD. And some of your own sons, who will 

come from you, whom you will father, shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king 

of Babylon.” Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the LORD that you have spoken is good.” For he 

thought, “There will be peace and security in my days.”  

 

Sermon Outline:  

1. What Hezekiah said (Is. 38:15)  

a. A humble person seeks to glorify God (Is. 38:19a)  

b. A humble person seeks the good of others (Is. 38:19b-20, Is. 39:1)  

2. What Hezekiah did (Is. 39:2-8)  

3. What Hezekiah discovered (2 Chronicles 32:24-25)  

4. How grace prevailed (2 Chronicles 32:26; 2 Corinthians 5:15)  
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Discussion Questions:  

1. As you heard the word of God, what did the Holy Spirit remind you of, challenge you with, convict you of, or 

encourage you in? Do you have any questions or was anything unclear from the sermon or text?  

2. On a scale of 1 (humble) to 10 (arrogant), where would you place yourself today? Why? Name a person you 

think is more humble than you are. Why did you choose him or her? Name a person you think is less humble. 

Why did you choose him or her? 

3. Can you think of a time when you made some promises to God in a personal crisis, and then after it was 

over, you failed to follow through? If so, why do you think that happened?  

4. What was the reason Hezekiah failed to follow through on his commitment to walking humbly with God? 

Would you plead with God to expose the pride in your heart? 

5. What are you going to do with it when you get your life back? Talk to God about this now. 

6. What good plans do you need to set in motion now so that, God willing, you can follow through on the life 

you want to live after Covid-19 is over?   

 

Prayer: Merciful Father, you are the only worthy and sovereign Lord who rules over all the earth. Strengthen 

us by your Holy Spirit so we walk humbly before you. Help us not merely to say but to do what honors you. 

May we be those who faithfully seek to glorify you and constantly seek the good of others. Help us to be quick 

to repent—to turn from as much of our sin as we know. I confess now my personal sin of __________. Thank 

you for Jesus Christ who took on the full penalty for all our sins, including our pride and hypocrisy. In the name 

of Jesus the faithful we pray! Amen.  
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