
Respected Pastor on Why the Bible Is God’s Guidebook 
to Deepen Spiritual Growth and Endure Life’s Challenges  

Colin Smith Hosts Free Online Event on October 16th 
Taking Audiences on a Rare Journey Through the Bible 

CHICAGO, IL:  Although the Bible is considered one of the most popular books in history, a recent 
study (Barna) found that 58% of Americans wished they read the Bible more.  

In today’s culture, Christians should have a strong knowledge of the Bible story that will 
motivate them to spend more time reading the Bible, increase their confidence in sharing their 
faith, and equip them with truth as they navigate life’s challenges. 

Colin S. Smith, the Founder and President of Unlocking the Bible will be hosting an exclusive 
online event, OPEN THE BIBLE, on October 16, 2021 from 10am-1pm CT.   
Details on the free event are available at www.UnlockingTheBible.org/open. 

The virtual event taught by Pastor Colin (BA, MPhil., London School of Theology) will equip 
audiences to gain a stronger understanding of the Bible story and how it all fits together.  

Many do not realize the Bible is “one story” that begins in a garden and ends in a city but always 
points to Jesus. In an innovative and memorable way, Pastor Colin will review Genesis to 
Revelation while engaging audiences through three sessions that feature:

• Five Bible characters you should know from the Old Testament
• Five landmark events in the life of Christ
• Five gifts God gives to every Christian

This rare opportunity is for faith seekers, believers, church leaders, teachers and pastors who 
want to better articulate the Bible story and be discipled and motivated to share biblical truth 
with others.  

Colin Smith was raised in Edinburgh, Scotland and is a graduate of the London School of 
Theology. After pastoring a church in north London for 16 years, Colin became the senior pastor 
of The Orchard, an Evangelical Free Church, in the Northwest Suburbs of Chicago. He is the host 
of the popular Unlocking the Bible broadcast, currently airing on more than 450 radio stations 
with a weekly audience of nearly 2 million. He is the author of 13 books. 

Unlocking the Bible’s vision is to PROCLAIM the Gospel through media; to MOBILIZE believers 
for deeper ministry; to EQUIP trained leaders to serve the church.  

The event is free but registration is required at Unlocking the Bible’s website  
UnlockingTheBible.org/open. 

For additional information or to schedule an interview please contact:  
Ben Laurro, Pure Publicity  
615-595-8466 
Ben@purepublicity.com

BEN LAURRO



Suggested Interview Questions for Pastor Colin

1. Is this event, OPEN THE BIBLE, only for Christians? What can audiences expect from the 
event?

2. The Bible is the best-selling book of all time, yet many people today have never read it. Why 
is it critical for Christians to read through the Bible?

3. Our country is dealing with heavy burdens that include a pandemic, job loss, financial 
struggles, depression, crime, and intimidation to share your faith. How can a deeper 
understanding of the Bible help us face these issues?

4. You recently launched a website—OpentheBible.org—that takes a person through the 
whole Bible story. Where did the idea come from? What is your hope for people who use 
OpentheBible?

5. Church attendance is trending down in the US right now, but a recent (2018) Barna Study 
found that 58% of Americans said they wished they read the Bible more. What opportunity 
does this present for the church today?

6. So many issues we deal with today (division, illness, jealousy, greed, infidelity, depression) 
are addressed in the Bible. How can reading the Word be life transforming?

About Pastor Colin Smith
Colin Smith is senior pastor of The Orchard Evangelical Free Church, a 
thriving, multi-campus church located in the northwest suburbs of Chicago, 
and Founder and Teaching Pastor of Unlocking the Bible. 
Born and raised in Edinburgh, Scotland, he trained at the London School of 
Theology, where he earned the degrees of Bachelor of Theology and Master 
of Philosophy. Before coming to the States in 1996, Colin served as senior 
pastor of the Enfield Evangelical Free Church in London.

He is the author of several books, including Momentum: Pursuing God’s Blessings through the 
Beatitudes; Heaven, How I Got Here: The Story of the Thief on the Cross; Jonah: Navigating a God-
Centered Life; The One Year Unlocking the Bible Devotional; 10 Keys for Unlocking the Bible; The 10 
Greatest Struggles of Your Life; as well as others. His preaching ministry is shared around the 
world through Unlocking the Bible. 
Colin and his wife Karen reside in Arlington Heights, Illinois, and have two married sons and five 
granddaughters.


